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strengthened us as a Nation. During Asian/
Pacific American Heritage Month, we cele-
brate the contributions of these talented and
hard-working citizens and recognize their
rich legacy of ingenuity, perseverance, and
achievement.

Many Asian/Pacific immigrants came to
America to discover the promise of our Na-
tion and to realize their dreams. Their con-
tributions were critical in establishing a ro-
bust economy. Asian/Pacific Americans also
worked tirelessly to build our national rail-
road infrastructure, paving the way for our
western expansion and growth as a world
leader. Generations of Asian/Pacific Ameri-
cans have proudly served our Nation with
honor and courage in wars and conflicts, in-
cluding most recently in Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
Today, as in the past, their dedication and
service to advancing peace in a troubled
world upholds the values that make our
country strong.

Asian/Pacific Americans are also helping to
shape America’s future. As entrepreneurs,
artists, educators, public servants, scientists,
and explorers, they challenge the minds of
our next generation, expand commerce and
innovation, probe the frontiers of space, and
search for cures for the world’s diseases. Our
children are also inspired by the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of dedicated individuals
such as inventor An Wang, experimental
physicist Chien-Shiung Wu, Challenger as-
tronaut Ellison Onizuka, Columbia astronaut
Kalpana Chawla, and sculptor Isamu
Noguchi.

Since the earliest days of America, people
from all cultures have traveled to our Nation
seeking the promise of freedom, opportunity,
and justice. As an integral part of our society,
Americans of Asian and Pacific heritage
share in the pursuit of this American Dream.
I join with all Americans in celebrating this
rich and diverse culture, and I encourage
every citizen to recognize the role of Asian/
Pacific Americans in building and sustaining
our Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pa-
cific Americans, the Congress by Public Law
102-450 as amended, has designated the
month of May each year as “Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month.”
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 2003 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
our citizens to learn more about the history
of Asian/Pacific Americans and how they
have contributed to the culture and heritage
of our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 1, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 5.

Proclamation 7669—Older
Americans Month, 2003

April 30,2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Advances in medicine, public health,
science, and technology are keeping Ameri-
cans healthier and adding years to our lives.
As our population of senior citizens continues
to grow, our Nation remains dedicated to ful-
filling our promises to these valuable mem-
bers of our society. This year’s observance
of Older Americans Month, “What We Do
Makes A Difference,” recognizes the impor-
tant contributions of older Americans and the
network of services that support them. Older
Americans continue to work in a variety of
jobs, from teachers, to engineers, to business
owners and entrepreneurs, and in so doing
bring invaluable experience and leadership
skills. Additionally, their wisdom, strength,
and compassion reflect the character of our
great Nation. During this month, we honor
our seniors and thank them for the lessons
they teach us and the strong values they in-
still in families and communities throughout
our country.
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Serving as examples to others, throughout
our Nation every day, older Americans are
engaging in acts of compassion. Over a half
million members of the Senior Corps are vol-
unteering their time and talents to help those
in need. Retired doctors, nurses, police, and
firefighters are helping communities prepare
for emergencies, and countless other older
Americans are bringing comfort and care to
their families and neighbors. These individ-
uals understand the importance of service,
and their efforts are helping to build a more
welcoming society. Many food banks, cloth-
ing distribution programs, and other social
service activities of faith-based and commu-
nity organizations could not operate without
the senior Americans who volunteer in these
efforts.

As these individuals continue to work on
our behalf, our Nation is working to fulfill
our obligations to older Americans by pro-
viding them with good health care and other
services to enhance their lives. My Adminis-
tration is coordinating with State and Area
Agencies on Aging, and faith-based and com-
munity organizations to better provide essen-
tial services, such as meals, nutrition, coun-
seling, and health screening, to our seniors.
Seven million older Americans and their fam-
ilies are currently being served by a large net-
work of Federal, State, tribal, local partner-
ships, and thousands of volunteers. The serv-
ices provided by these groups make it easier
for older Americans to remain in their
homes, communities, and the workplace,
which helps preserve their dignity and inde-
pendence.

In addition, our Medicare system is our
binding commitment as a caring society.
When Medicare was signed into law 38 years
ago, it was designed to bring the healing mir-
acle of modern medicine to our senior citi-
zens. We must renew our commitment to
giving seniors access to the preventative
medicines and new drugs that are trans-
forming health care in America. Medicare
must be available in a variety of forms, and
older Americans must have the opportunity
to choose the healthcare plan that best fits
their needs. My Administration will continue
its efforts to improve programs that support
older Americans and to offer innovative op-
tions for long-term care.
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2003 as
Older Americans Month. I commend our
senior citizens for their many contributions
to our society. I further commend the net-
work of Federal, State, local, and tribal orga-
nizations, service and healthcare providers,
caregivers, and millions of dedicated volun-
teers for their daily efforts on behalf of our
senior citizens. I encourage all Americans to
honor their elders, to find opportunities to
address their needs, and to work together to
reinforce the bonds that unite families and
communities. I also call upon all our citizens
to publicly reaffirm our Nation’s commit-
ment to older Americans this month, and
throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 1, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 5.

Proclamation 7670—Law Day,
U.S.A., 2003

April 30, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America was founded on the ideals of lib-
erty and equality for all, and the Framers
of the Constitution created three branches
of the national Government to uphold these
principles. The third branch, the Judicial, is
responsible for administering justice fairly
and impartially. On Law Day, we recognize
the achievements of our Nation’s legal sys-
tem and our independent Judiciary in sus-
taining the rights and liberties we cherish.



